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This essay is an opportunity to reflect on your identity as a technical communicator.  Begin by considering the following learning outcomes for this course: 

Students will...
· demonstrate Rhetorical Knowledge by focusing on audience, purpose, context, medium, and message in technical communication

· demonstrate Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing by developing writing over time through a series of tasks including finding, evaluating, analyzing, and synthesizing sources into their own ideas, and discussing language, power, and knowledge;

· demonstrate Composing Processes through prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing individually and with peers in a range of composing media;

· demonstrate Knowledge of Conventions by controlling tone, mechanics, grammar, and documentation in a variety of common formats and genres in technical communication. 

· discuss the Ethical Concerns of writing technical documents, including the underlying assumptions and implications, and demonstrate how these concerns are resolved in technical documents. 

· employ Effective and Appropriate Technology to help design and create working technical documents

Based on each learning outcome, walk me, the reader, through your portfolio. Be sure to reflect on each learning outcome and all of your major assignments. Remember that this is not an evaluation of the class; it is a reflective self-assessment of your identity as a technical communicator. Think of this assignment as a reflective inventory of where you stand now as a technical communicator. 

Questions/Concepts you might want to consider: 

What is your definition of technical communication? 

What do you deem most important when creating technical documents? 

Do you feel like you have a broader understanding of what it means to be a technical communicator? 

What questions do you still have? 

What are your strengths and your weaknesses? 

What did you learn from collaborating with team members? 

Reflect on your experience in this class working with your organization and your group. 
What was your experience working with an outside organization? 

How did this work impact your education and experience as a technical communicator?

Have any ethical issues come up? 
What are they? 
How did you handle them? 
What caused you to handle them that way? 
Did your group discuss the ethical problem and perhaps agree/disagree on the best course of action? 
After completing your project, do you have more of an idea of what kinds of ethical issues are prone to arise while working with groups or outside organizations? 

How have you become a more critical thinker, reader, and writer? 
What have you learned about a composer’s responsibility to compose, especially in electronic media? 

Why is responsibility important to being a good writer/composer?

Other ideas that stand out for you that aren’t mentioned here?

